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Movements from ‘La Nativité du Seigneur’ (Messiaen)

Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong
sung by The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge.

Please ensure that all electronic devices,
including cameras, are switched off.

Services from Trinity College Chapel are video
webcast live and available to watch again.

Members of the congregation are welcome to join in
with the singing of the hymns - please continue to wear
your face mask.



The congregation stands when the choir and clergy
enter the Chapel. The opening hymn will follow

unannounced.

HYMN NEH 336 ANGEL VOICES

Angel-voices ever singing
round thy throne of light,
angel-harps for ever ringing,
rest not day nor night;
thousands only live to bless thee
and confess thee Lord of might.

Thou who art beyond the farthest
mortal eye can scan,

can it be that thou regardest

songs of sinful man?

Can we know that thou art near us,
and wilt hear us? Yes, we can.

For we know that thou rejoicest

o’er each work of thine;

Thou didst ears and hands and voices
for thy praise design;

craftsman’s art and music’s measure
for thy pleasure all combine.

In thy house, great God, we offer

of thine own to thee;

and for thine acceptance proffer

all unworthily

hearts and minds and hands and voices
in our choicest psalmody.

Honour, glory, might and merit
thine shall ever be,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
blessed Trinity.

Of the best which thou hast given
earth and heaven render thee.

Words: Francis Pott (1832-1909)
Music: Edwin George Monk (1819-1900)

The minister reads

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us
in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should
not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of
the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.



And although we ought, at all times, humbly to
acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we
most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet
together to render thanks for the great benefits that
we have received at his hands, to set forth his most
worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to
ask those things which are requisite and necessary,
as well for the body as the soul.

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart,
and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly
grace, saying after me;

All say, kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father;
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways
like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices
and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against thy holy laws.
We have left undone those things
which we ought to have done;
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done;
and there is no health in us.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
miserable offenders.
Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults.
Restore thou them that are penitent;
according to thy promises declared
unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord.
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake;
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous,
and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.

The minister then says the ABSOLUTION

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather
that he may turn from his wickedness and live;

and hath given power, and commandment to his
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people,
being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things
may please him, which we do at this present;

and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure
and holy; so that at the last we may come to his
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



RESPONSES McWilliam

O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

The congregation sits for PSALM 37: 1-10

Fret not thyself because of the ungodly :
neither be thou envious against the evil-doers.

For they shall soon be cut down like the grass :
and be withered even as the green herb.

Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good :
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.

Delight thou in the Lord :
and he shall give thee thy heart’s desire.

Commit thy way unto the Lord, and put thy trust
in him : and he shall bring it to pass.

He shall make thy righteousness as clear as the light :
and thy just dealing as the noon-day.

Hold thee still in the Lord, and abide patiently
upon him : but grieve not thyself at him whose
way doth prosper, against the man that doeth
after evil counsels.

Leave off from wrath, and let go displeasure : fret not
thyself, else shalt thou be moved to do evil.

Wicked doers shall be rooted out :
and they that patiently abide the Lord,
those shall inherit the land.

Yet a little while, and the ungodly shall be clean gone :
thou shalt look after his place, and he shall be away.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.



The FIRST LESSON is read
A reading from the Book of Acts.

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to
speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand,
and answered for himself: I think myself happy,
king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this
day before thee touching all the things whereof I am
accused of the Jews: Especially because I know thee
to be expert in all customs and questions which are
among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me
patiently. My manner of life from my youth, which
was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem,
know all the Jews; Which knew me from the beginning,
if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect
of our religion I lived a Pharisee. And now I stand and
am judged for the hope of the promise made of God,
unto our fathers: Unto which promise our twelve
tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to
come. For which hope’s sake, king Agrippa, I am
accused of the Jews. Why should it be thought a thing
incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?
I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.
Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of
the saints did I shut up in prison, having received
authority from the chief priests; and when they were
put to death, I gave my voice against them. And I
punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad
against them, I persecuted them even unto strange
cities. Whereupon as I went to Damascus with
authority and commission from the chief priests,
At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from
heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining
round about me and them which journeyed with me.
And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a
voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew
tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And I said,
Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet:
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to
make thee a minister and a witness both of these
things which thou hast seen, and of those things in
the which I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee
from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom
now I send thee, To open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me.

Acts 26: 1-18



All stand for the MAGNIFICAT

Primi toni Victoria

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy

is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength
with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things;
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

All sit for the SECOND LESSON
A reading from the Book of Acts.

Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient
unto the heavenly vision: But shewed first unto them
of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all
the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that
they should repent and turn to God, and do works
meet for repentance. For these causes the Jews
caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me.
Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue
unto this day, witnessing both to small and great,
saying none other things than those which the
prophets and Moses did say should come: That
Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first
that should rise from the dead, and should shew
light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. And as he
thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice,
Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth
make thee mad. But he said, I am not mad, most
noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and
soberness. For the king knoweth of these things,
before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded
that none of these things are hidden from him;

for this thing was not done in a corner. King Agrippa,
believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.
Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest
me to be a Christian. And Paul said, I would to God,
that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day,
were both almost, and altogether such as I am,
except these bonds.



And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up,
and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat
with them: And when they were gone aside, they
talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth
nothing worthy of death or of bonds. Then said
Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set
at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.

Acts 26: 19-end

All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS

Tone I Plainsong

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face
of all people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be

to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

All turn East and say THE APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried:
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

the Holy Catholick Church;
the Communion of Saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the Resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

All kneel



Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father

which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. Amen.

RESPONSES

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

O God, our refuge and strength, who art the author
of all godliness; Be ready, we beseech thee, to hear
the devout prayers of thy Church; and grant that
those things which we ask faithfully we may obtain
effectually; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PEACE

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants
that peace which the world cannot give; that both
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that by thee we being defended from the
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;

and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.



All sit for the ANTHEM
Versa est in luctum (1602)

Versa est in luctum cithara mea, et organum
meum in vocem flentium. Parce mihi Domine,
nihil enim sunt dies mei.

My harp is turned to mourning and my music into
the voice of those that weep. Spare me, O Lord, for
my days are nothing.

Words: Job 30 v. 31;Job 7 v. 16
Music: Alonso Lobo (1555-1617)

THE ADDRESS

Learning Christianity:
Stories from the Book of Acts
Because of this Hope

The Revd Jonathan Torrance
Curate, Church of the Good Shepherd, Cambridge

All stand for the HYMN
NEH 408 (i) BLAENWERN

Love Divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, thou art all compassion,
pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,

enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,

never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,

pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in thee,
changed from glory into glory,

till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88)
Music: William Rowlands (1860-1937)



THE BLESSING

All remain standing as the choir and clergy recess

Please remain quiet until the end of the
organ voluntary

VOLUNTARY
Fugue in E), ‘St Anne’, BWV 552 Bach

THIS TERM’S CHARITIES

BookTrust

BookTrust are the UK’s largest reading charity,
working in every local authority to reach millions
of children each year with books, resources and
support to get every child reading regularly and
by choice. www.booktrust.org.uk

Magpas Air Ambulance

Serving Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire and across
the East of England, Magpas operates 24/7 answering
on average four calls a day for life-threatening
emergencies. The oldest emergency medical charity
of its kind, it is not state-funded and relies on
generous public donations to keep them in the air.
www.magpas.org.uk

SPECIAL SERVICES

Thursday 11 November
10.55 am * Remembrance Day Observance

Gather in Chapel to observe the two-minute silence

Sunday 14 November
Remembrance Sunday

10.55 am * Act of Remembrance & Mattins
Address to be given by Professor John Lonsdale

6.15 pm * Sung Requiem (Duruflé)

At Choral Evensong the following Sunday (21
November) the Revd John Summers will be
preaching on ‘Nasty Surprises: Snakes Among
the Sticks’ in the last of our series on Learning
Christianity: Stories from the Book of Acts.

For details of all events and activities, please see the
Chaplains’ weekly email.

www.trinitycollegechapel.com



