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Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong 
sung by The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge. 

Please ensure that all electronic devices, 
including cameras, are switched off. 

Services from Trinity College Chapel are video 
webcast live and available to watch again. 

Members of the congregation are welcome to join in 
with the singing of the hymns – please continue to wear 
your face mask. 

 

 
 
 
  



The congregation stands when the choir and clergy 
enter the Chapel. The opening hymn will follow 
unannounced. 
 
 
HYMN NEH 333 MICHAEL 

All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 
Pride of man and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple, fall to dust 
but God’s power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
Still from man to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

Words: Robert Bridges (1844–1930) 
based on the German of Joachim Neander (1650–80) 

Music: Herbert Howells (1892–1983) 
 
 
The minister reads 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us  
in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should 
not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient 
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of 
the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought, at all times, humbly to 
acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we 
most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, 
as well for the body as the soul.  

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, 
and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace, saying after me; 



All say, kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father; 
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways  

like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices  

and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against thy holy laws.  
We have left undone those things  

which we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things  

which we ought not to have done;  
and there is no health in us.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

miserable offenders.  
Spare thou them, O God,  

which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent;  
according to thy promises declared 

unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord.  
And grant, O most merciful Father,  

for his sake;  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, 

and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy name. 
Amen. 
 
The minister then says the ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather 
that he may turn from his wickedness and live;  
and hath given power, and commandment to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of 
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true 
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things 
may please him, which we do at this present;  
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
  



RESPONSES McWilliam 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised.  
 
 
The congregation sits for PSALM 106: 1–12 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious :  
and his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who can express the noble acts of the Lord :  
or shew forth all his praise? 

Blessed are they that alway keep judgement :  
and do righteousness. 

Remember me, O Lord, according to the favour  
that thou bearest unto thy people :  
O visit me with thy salvation; 

That I may see the felicity of thy chosen :  
and rejoice in the gladness of thy people,  
and give thanks with thine inheritance. 

We have sinned with our fathers :  
we have done amiss, and dealt wickedly. 

Our fathers regarded not thy wonders in Egypt, neither 
kept they thy great goodness in remembrance :  
but were disobedient at the sea, even at the Red sea. 

Nevertheless, he helped them for his Name’s sake : 
that he might make his power to be known. 

He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried up :  
so he led them through the deep, as through  
a wilderness. 

And he saved them from the adversaries’ hand :  
and delivered them from the hand of the enemy. 

As for those that troubled them, the waters overwhelmed 
them : there was not one of them left. 

Then believed they his words :  
and sang praise unto him. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

 
 
  



The FIRST LESSON is read 

A reading from the Book of Acts. 
 
But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were 
driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the 
shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country; 
And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when 
they had gone a little further, they sounded again, 
and found it fifteen fathoms. Then fearing lest we 
should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors 
out of the stern, and wished for the day. And as the 
shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when 
they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour 
as though they would have cast anchors out of the 
foreship, Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, 
Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. 
Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and 
let her fall off. And while the day was coming on, 
Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, This 
day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and 
continued fasting, having taken nothing. Wherefore 
I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your 
health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head 
of any of you. And when he had thus spoken, he 
took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of 
them all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat. 
Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took 
some meat. And we were in all in the ship two hundred 
threescore and sixteen souls. And when they had 
eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out 
the wheat into the sea.  

And when it was day, they knew not the land: but 
they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the 
which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust 
in the ship. And when they had taken up the anchors, 
they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed 
the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the 
wind, and made toward shore. And falling into a 
place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; 
and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, 
but the hinder part was broken with the violence of 
the waves. And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the 
prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and 
escape. But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept 
them from their purpose; and commanded that they 
which could swim should cast themselves first into 
the sea, and get to land: And the rest, some on boards, 
and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it 
came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land. 

Acts 27: 27–end 
  



All stand for the MAGNIFICAT 

Octavi Toni Vivanco 
 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy  
is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength 
with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble 
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised 
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

All sit for the SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the Book of Acts. 
 
And when they were escaped, then they knew that 
the island was called Melita. And the barbarous people 
shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, 
and received us every one, because of the present rain, 
and because of the cold. And when Paul had gathered 
a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there 
came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 
And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast 
hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No 
doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath 
escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 
And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no 
harm. Howbeit they looked when he should have 
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they 
had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to 
him, they changed their minds, and said that he was 
a god. In the same quarters were possessions of the 
chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; 
who received us, and lodged us three days courteously. 
And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay 
sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul 
entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, 
and healed him. So when this was done, others also, 
which had diseases in the island, came, and were 
healed: Who also honoured us with many honours; 
and when we departed, they laded us with such 
things as were necessary. And after three months 
we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had 
wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux. 



And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days. 
And from thence we fetched a compass, and came 
to Rhegium: and after one day the south wind blew, 
and we came the next day to Puteoli: Where we 
found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them 
seven days: and so we went toward Rome. And from 
thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to 
meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: 
whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took 
courage. And when we came to Rome, the centurion 
delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: 
but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a 
soldier that kept him. 

Acts 28: 1–16 
 
 
All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS 

Tone I Plainsong 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be  
to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
 
 
All turn East and say THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth:  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God  

the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the Holy Catholick Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the Resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 



The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 

All kneel 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 
RESPONSES 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy 
faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing forth 
the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously 
rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 



THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  
and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
All sit for the ANTHEM 

Give unto the Lord, Op. 74 (1914) 

Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the 
Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the 
glory due unto His name; worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness. The voice of the Lord is 
upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth;  
it is the Lord that ruleth the sea. The voice of the 
Lord is mighty in operation; the voice of the Lord 
is full of majesty; the voice of the Lord breaketh 
the cedars of Lebanon. Yea, the voice of the Lord 
divideth the flames of fire; yea, the voice of the 
Lord shaketh the wilderness and strippeth the 
forests bare. In His temple doth every one speak 
of His glory. Worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness. The Lord sitteth above the waterflood, 
and the Lord remaineth a King for ever. The 
Lord shall give strength unto His people; the 
Lord shall give His people the blessing of peace. 

Words: Psalm 29 
Music: Edward Elgar (1857–1954) 

 
 
 
THE ADDRESS 

Learning Christianity: Stories from the Book of Acts 
Nasty Surprises: Snakes Among the Sticks 

The Revd John Summers, Chaplain 
 
 
 
All stand for the HYMN 

NEH 373 (t. CP 466) COE FEN 

How shall I sing that majesty 
which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
Thousands of thousands stand around 
thy throne, O God most high; 
ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
thy praise; but who am I? 



 
Thy brightness unto them appears,  
whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
a sound of God comes to my ears, 
but they behold thy face. 
They sing because thou art their Sun; 
Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun 
there alleluyas be. 
 
Enlighten with faith’s light my heart,  
inflame it with love’s fire; 
then shall I sing and bear a part 
with that celestial choir. 
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
with all my fire and light; 
yet when thou dost accept their gold, 
Lord, treasure up my mite. 
 
How great a being, Lord, is thine,  
which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 
to sound so vast a deep. 
Thou art a sea without a shore, 
a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, 
thy place is everywhere. 

Words: John Mason (c. 1645–94) 
Music: Ken Naylor (1931–91) 

CCLI Licence No. 808452 

 
 
THE BLESSING 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy recess 

Please remain quiet until the end of the  
organ voluntary 

VOLUNTARY 

Fugue in F, BWV 540 Bach 
 
 
 
THIS TERM’S CHARITIES 
BookTrust.  The UK’s largest reading charity, 
working to get every child reading regularly and by 
choice.  www.booktrust.org.uk 

Magpas Air Ambulance.  Serving Cambridgeshire, 
Bedfordshire and across the East of England 
answering on average four calls a day for life-
threatening emergencies.  www.magpas.org.uk 


