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Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong 
sung by The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge. 

Please ensure that all electronic devices, 
including cameras, are switched off. 

Services from Trinity College Chapel are video 
webcast live and available to watch again. 

Members of the congregation are welcome to join in 
with the singing of the hymns – please continue to wear 
your face mask. 

 

 
 
 
  



VOLUNTARY 

Fiat Lux Dubois 

The congregation stands when the choir and clergy 
enter the Chapel. The opening hymn will follow 
unannounced. 

HYMN NEH 51 REDHEAD 

Hail, thou source of every blessing, 
sovereign Father of mankind! 
Gentiles now, thy grace possessing, 
in thy courts admission find. 
 
Once far off, but now invited, 
we approach thy sacred throne; 
in thy covenant united, 
reconciled, redeemed, made one. 
 
Now revealed to eastern sages, 
see the star of mercy shine, 
mystery hid in former ages, 
mystery great of love divine. 
 
Hail, thou universal Saviour! 
Gentiles now their offerings bring, 
in thy temple seek thy favour, 
Jesu Christ, our Lord and King. 

Words: Basil Woodd (1760–1831) 
Music: Richard Redhead (1820–1901) 

 
 
The minister reads 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us  
in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should 
not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient 
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of 
the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought, at all times, humbly to 
acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we 
most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, 
as well for the body as the soul.  

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, 
and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace, saying after me; 



All say, kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father; 
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways  

like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices  

and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against thy holy laws.  
We have left undone those things  

which we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things  

which we ought not to have done;  
and there is no health in us.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

miserable offenders.  
Spare thou them, O God,  

which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent;  
according to thy promises declared 

unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord.  
And grant, O most merciful Father,  

for his sake;  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, 

and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy name. 
Amen. 
 
 
The minister then says the ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather 
that he may turn from his wickedness and live;  
and hath given power, and commandment to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of 
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true 
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things 
may please him, which we do at this present;  
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
RESPONSES Leighton 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised.  
 
 
 
The congregation sits for PSALM 32 

Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is forgiven : 
and whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth 
no sin : and in whose spirit there is no guile. 

For while I held my tongue : my bones consumed 
away through my daily complaining. 

For thy hand is heavy upon me day and night :  
and my moisture is like the drought in summer. 

I will acknowledge my sin unto thee :  
and mine unrighteousness have I not hid. 

I said, I will confess my sins unto the Lord :  
and so thou forgavest the wickedness of my sin. 

For this shall every one that is godly make his prayer 
unto thee, in a time when thou mayest be found : 
but in the great water-floods they shall not come 
nigh him. 

Thou art a place to hide me in, thou shalt preserve 
me from trouble : thou shalt compass me about 
with songs of deliverance. 

I will inform thee, and teach thee in the way wherein 
thou shalt go : and I will guide thee with mine eye. 

Be ye not like to horse and mule, which have no 
understanding : whose mouths must be held  
with bit and bridle, lest they fall upon thee. 

Great plagues remain for the ungodly : but whoso 
putteth his trust in the Lord, mercy embraceth 
him on every side. 

Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord :  
and be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

 
 
  



The FIRST LESSON is read 

A reading from the Book of Exodus. 

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which 
knew not Joseph. And he said unto his people, 
Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more 
and mightier than we: Come on, let us deal wisely 
with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, 
that, when there falleth out any war, they join also 
unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get 
them up out of the land. Therefore they did set over 
them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. 
And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom 
and Raamses. But the more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved 
because of the children of Israel. And the Egyptians 
made the children of Israel to serve with rigour: 
And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, 
in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service 
in the field: all their service, wherein they made them 
serve, was with rigour. 

And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, 
of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the 
name of the other Puah: And he said, When ye do 
the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and 
see them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall 
kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live. 
But the midwives feared God, and did not as the 
king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men 
children alive. And the king of Egypt called for the 
midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done 
this thing, and have saved the men children alive? 
And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the 
Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for 
they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives 
come in unto them. Therefore God dealt well with the 
midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very 
mighty. And it came to pass, because the midwives 
feared God, that he made them houses. And Pharaoh 
charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born 
ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye 
shall save alive. 

Exodus 1: 8–end 



All stand for the MAGNIFICAT 

Service in g Purcell 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy  
is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength 
with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble 
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised 
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

All sit for the SECOND LESSON 

A reading from St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God; 
for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, 
in hope that the creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God. We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in labour pains 
until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 
is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. 

NRSV Romans 8: 18–27 



All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS 

Service in g Purcell 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be  
to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
 
 
All turn East and say THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth:  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God  

the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the Holy Catholick Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the Resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 

All kneel 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
  



Our Father  
which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 
 
 
RESPONSES 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O Lord, we beseech thee to keep thy Church and 
household continually in thy true religion; that they 
who do lean only upon the hope of thy heavenly 
grace may evermore be defended by thy mighty 
power; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  
and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



All sit for the ANTHEM 

Evening Hymn (1908) 

Te lucis ante terminum  
Rerum Creator poscimus 
Ut pro tua clementia  
Sis præsul et custodia. 
 
Procul recedant somnia  
Et noctium phantasmata  
Hostemque nostrum comprime  
Ne polluantur corpora.  
 
Præsta, Pater piissime 
Patrique compar unice  
Cum Spiritu Paraclito  
Regnans per omne sæculum.  Amen. 
 
Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray  
That with thy wonted favour thou 
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 
 
From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 
From nightly fears and fantasies, 
Tread under foot our ghostly foe 
That no pollution we may know. 
 
O Father, that we ask be done 
Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son; 
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 
Doth live and reign eternally.  Amen. 

Words: Office hymn at Compline 
tr. John Mason Neale (1818–66) 

Music: Henry Balfour Gardiner (1877–1950) 
 
 
 
THE ADDRESS 

People of the Old Testament 
Shiprah and Puah: The Hebrew Midwives 

The Revd Anne Strauss 
Temporary Chaplain 
 
 
  



All stand for the HYMN 

NEH 52 WAS LEBET 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
 
Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 
These, though we bring them in trembling 
 and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

Words: John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811–75) 
Music: from Rheinhardt MS (1754) 

 
 
 
THE BLESSING 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy recess 

Please remain quiet until the end of the  
organ voluntary 

VOLUNTARY 

The Peacock Throne 
from ‘The Everlasting Crown’ Bingham 
 
 
 
  



THIS TERM’S CHARITIES 
Kings Hedges Family Support Centre 
The Family Support Centre provides crucial support 
to families in need in Cambridge, a city with some of 
the highest wealth disparity in the UK. They offer play 
sessions for families with children under five as well as 
help with lack of food, fuel insecurity, mental health, 
domestic abuse and child development.  khfsp.org.uk 

Practical Action 
An international NGO that uses technology to 
challenge poverty in developing countries. It enables 
communities to build on their skills and knowledge 
to produce sustainable and practical solutions to 
problems caused by climate change and environmental 
degradation.  practicalaction.org 
 
 
 
For details of all events and activities, please see the 
Chaplains’ weekly email. 
 
 
 
NEXT SUNDAY’S PREACHER 
The Revd John Summers, Chaplain, will be speaking 
on Jacob the Wrestler in our series on the People of 
the Old Testament. 
www.trinitycollegechapel.com 
 


