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Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong 
sung by The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge. 

Please ensure that all electronic devices, 
including cameras, are switched off. 

Services from Trinity College Chapel are video 
webcast live and available to watch again. 

Members of the congregation are welcome to join in 
with the singing of the hymns – please continue to wear 
your face mask. 

 

 
 
 
  



VOLUNTARY 

Rhapsody No. 1 Howells 

The congregation stands when the choir and clergy enter 
the Chapel. The opening hymn follows unannounced. 

HYMN NEH 393 MANNHEIM 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing 
if our God our Father be. 
 
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us, 
all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
self denying, death defying, 
thou to Calvary didst go. 
 
Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy; 
love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy; 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy. 

Words: James Edmeston (1791–1867) 
Music: melody from Friedrich Filitz’s ‘Choralbuch’ (1847) 

harm. Lowell Mason (1792–1872) 

The minister reads 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us  
in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should 
not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient 
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of 
the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought, at all times, humbly to 
acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we 
most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, 
as well for the body as the soul.  

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, 
and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace, saying after me; 



All say, kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father; 
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways  

like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices  

and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against thy holy laws.  
We have left undone those things  

which we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things  

which we ought not to have done;  
and there is no health in us.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

miserable offenders.  
Spare thou them, O God,  

which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent;  
according to thy promises declared 

unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord.  
And grant, O most merciful Father,  

for his sake;  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, 

and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy name.  Amen. 

The minister then says the ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather 
that he may turn from his wickedness and live;  
and hath given power, and commandment to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of 
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true 
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things 
may please him, which we do at this present;  
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

RESPONSES Shephard 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 



Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised.  
 
 
The congregation sits for PSALM 130 

Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord :  
Lord, hear my voice. 

O let thine ears consider well  :  
the voice of my complaint. 

If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done 
amiss : O Lord, who may abide it? 

For there is mercy with thee :  
therefore shalt thou be feared. 

I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him :  
in his word is my trust. 

My soul fleeth unto the Lord : before the morning 
watch, I say, before the morning watch. 

O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is 
mercy : and with him is plenteous redemption. 

And he shall redeem Israel : from all his sins. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end. Amen. 
 
 
The FIRST LESSON is read 

A reading from the Book of Ruth. 
 
Now it came to pass in the days when the judges 
ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a 
certain man of Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in 
the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two 
sons. And the name of the man was Elimelech, 
and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of 
his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of 
Bethlehemjudah. And they came into the country 
of Moab, and continued there. And Elimelech 
Naomi’s husband died; and she was left, and her 
two sons. And they took them wives of the women 
of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the 
name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there 
about ten years. And Mahlon and Chilion died also 
both of them; and the woman was left of her two 
sons and her husband. 

Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she 
might return from the country of Moab: for she had 
heard in the country of Moab how that the Lord had 
visited his people in giving them bread. Wherefore 
she went forth out of the place where she was, and her 
two daughters in law with her; and they went on the 
way to return unto the land of Judah.  



And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, 
return each to her mother’s house: the Lord deal 
kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and 
with me. The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, 
each of you in the house of her husband. Then she 
kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept. 
And they said unto her, Surely we will return with 
thee unto thy people. And Naomi said, Turn again, 
my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there yet 
any more sons in my womb, that they may be your 
husbands? Turn again, my daughters, go your way; 
for I am too old to have an husband. If I should say, 
I have hope, if I should have an husband also to night, 
and should also bear sons; Would ye tarry for them 
till they were grown? would ye stay for them from 
having husbands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth 
me much for your sakes that the hand of the Lord is 
gone out against me. And they lifted up their voice, 
and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law; 
but Ruth clave unto her. And she said, Behold, thy 
sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto 
her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. And 
Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest,  
I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my God: 
Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 
the Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought but 
death part thee and me. When she saw that she 
was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left 
speaking unto her. 

Ruth 1: 1–18 
 
 
All stand for the MAGNIFICAT Finzi 

 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy  
is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength 
with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble 
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised 
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 



All sit for the SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the Book of Ruth. 
 
Now this was the manner in former time in Israel 
concerning redeeming and concerning changing, 
for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, 
and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a testimony 
in Israel. Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, 
Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe. And Boaz 
said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are 
witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was 
Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, 
of the hand of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, 
the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, 
to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, 
that the name of the dead be not cut off from among 
his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are 
witnesses this day. And all the people that were in the 
gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The Lord 
make the woman that is come into thine house like 
Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house 
of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be 
famous in Bethlehem: And let thy house be like the 
house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of 
the seed which the Lord shall give thee of this young 
woman. So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: 
and when he went in unto her, the Lord gave her 
conception, and she bare a son. 

Ruth 4: 7–13 
 
 
All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS 

Double Choir Holst 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be  
to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
 
 
  



All turn East and say THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth:  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God  

the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the Holy Catholick Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the Resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 

All kneel 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father  
which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 
 
 
  



RESPONSES 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings 
without charity are nothing worth: Send thy Holy 
Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most excellent 
gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all 
virtues, without which whosoever liveth is counted 
dead before thee. Grant this for thine only Son Jesus 
Christ’s sake.  Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  
and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
  



All sit for the ANTHEM 

Faire is the heaven (1925) 

Faire is the heaven where happy soules have place 
In full enjoyment of felicitie; 
Whence they doe still behold the glorious face 
Of the Divine, Eternall Majestie; 
Yet farre more faire be those bright Cherubins 
Which all with golden wings are over-dight, 
And those eternall burning Seraphins 
Which from their faces dart out fiery light; 
Yet fairer than they both and much more bright 
Be the Angels and Archangels which attend 
On God’s owne person without rest or end. 
These then in faire each other farre excelling 
As to the highest they approach more neare, 
Yet is that highest farre beyond all telling 
Fairer than all the rest which there appeare. 
Though all their beauties joynd together were; 
How then can mortall tongue hope to expresse 
The image of such endless perfectnesse? 

Words: Edmund Spenser (1553–99) 
Music: William Henry Harris (1883–1973) 

 
 
 
THE ADDRESS 

People of the Old Testament 
Ruth 

Professor David Fergusson FBA 
Regius Professor of Divinity, University of Cambridge 
 
 
 
All stand for the HYMN 

NEH 333 MICHAEL 

All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 
Pride of man and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple, fall to dust 
but God’s power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 



God’s great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore from his store 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
Daily doth th’Almighty giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command. 
 
Still from man to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

Words: Robert Bridges (1844–1930) 
based on the German of Joachim Neander (1650–80) 

Music: Herbert Howells (1892–1983) 
 
 
THE BLESSING 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy recess 

Please remain quiet until the end of the  
organ voluntary 

VOLUNTARY 

Fugue in D, BWV 532 Bach 
 
 
 
THIS TERM’S CHARITIES 
Kings Hedges Family Support Centre providing 
crucial support to families in need in Cambridge.  
khfsp.org.uk 

Practical Action using technology to challenge 
poverty in developing countries.  practicalaction.org 
 
 
NEXT SUNDAY’S PREACHER 
Professor Angela Leighton FBA, Professor of English 
and Senior Research Fellow at the College, will be 
speaking on ‘Lover and Beloved’ in our series on the 
People of the Old Testament. 
www.trinitycollegechapel.com 


