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Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong 
sung by The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge. 

Please ensure that all electronic devices, 
including cameras, are switched off. 

Services from Trinity College Chapel are video 
webcast live and available to watch again. 

Members of the congregation are encouraged to wear 
a mask throughout the service. 

 

 
 
 
  



VOLUNTARY 

Allein Gott in de Höh sei Ehr, BWV 663 Bach 

The congregation stands when the choir and clergy 
enter the Chapel. The opening hymn will follow 
unannounced. 

HYMN 

NEH 76 BRESLAU 

Take up thy cross, the Saviour said, 
if thou wouldst my disciple be; 
deny thyself, the world forsake, 
and humbly follow after me. 
 
Take up thy cross; let not its weight 
fill thy weak spirit with alarm; 
his strength shall bear thy spirit up, 
and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm. 
 
Take up thy cross, and follow Christ, 
nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only he who bears the cross 
may hope to wear the glorious crown. 
 
To thee, great Lord, the One in Three, 
all praise for evermore ascend; 
O grant us in our home to see 
the heavenly life that knows no end.  

Words: Charles Everest (1814–77) 
Music: Melody from As Hymnodus Sacer (Leipzig 1625) 

arr. Felix Mendelssohn (1809–47) 
 
 
 
The minister reads 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us  
in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should 
not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient 
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of 
the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought, at all times, humbly to 
acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we 
most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, 
as well for the body as the soul.  



Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, 
and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace, saying after me; 
 
All say, kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father; 
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways  

like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices  

and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against thy holy laws.  
We have left undone those things  

which we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things  

which we ought not to have done;  
and there is no health in us.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

miserable offenders.  
Spare thou them, O God,  

which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent;  
according to thy promises declared 

unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord.  
And grant, O most merciful Father,  

for his sake;  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, 

and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy name. 
Amen. 
 
 
The minister then says the ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather 
that he may turn from his wickedness and live;  
and hath given power, and commandment to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of 
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true 
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things 
may please him, which we do at this present;  
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSES McWilliam 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised.  
 
 
The congregation sits for PSALM 70 

Haste thee, O God, to deliver me :  
make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek 
after my soul : let them be turned backward and 
put to confusion that wish me evil. 

Let them for their reward be soon brought to shame : 
that cry over me, There, there. 

But let all those that seek thee be joyful and glad in 
thee : and let all such as delight in thy salvation 
say alway, The Lord be praised. 

As for me, I am poor and in misery :  
haste thee unto me, O God. 

Thou art my helper and my redeemer :  
 O Lord, make no long tarrying. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

 
 
The FIRST LESSON is read 

A reading from the Book of Job. 
 
Oh that my words were now written! oh that they 
were printed in a book! That they were graven with 
an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever! For I know 
that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth: And though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 
I see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine 
eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins 
be consumed within me. 

Job 19: 23–27 
 
 
 



All stand for the MAGNIFICAT 

Gloucester Service Howells 
 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy  
is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength 
with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble 
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised 
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
 
 
All sit for the SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the Gospel according to St John. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. All things were made 
by him; and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. In him was life; and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it not.  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness 
of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness 
of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as received him,  
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name: Which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth.  

John 1: 1–14 
 
 
 



All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS 

Gloucester Service Howells 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 
All turn East and say THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth:  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God  

the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the Holy Catholick Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the Resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 

All kneel 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  



Our Father  
which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 
RESPONSES 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of 
ourselves to help ourselves; Keep us both outwardly 
in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may 
be defended from all adversities which may happen 
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may 
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR LENT 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing 
that thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all 
them that are penitent; Create and make in us new 
and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our 
sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission 
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 



and also that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  
and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
All sit for the ANTHEM 

The Reproaches (1984) 

O my people, what have I done to you? How 
have I offended you? Answer me! Answer me! 

I led you out of Egypt, from slavery to freedom, 
but you led your Saviour to the cross. 

O my people… 

Holy is God! Holy and strong! Holy immortal 
One, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 

For forty years I led you safely through the desert. 
I fed you with manna from heaven, and brought 
you to a land of plenty: but you led your Saviour 
to the cross. 

Holy is God! … 

What more could I have done for you? I planted 
you as my fairest vine, but you yielded only 
bitterness: When I was thirsty you gave me vinegar 
to drink, and you pierced your Saviour’s side with 
a lance. 

Holy is God! … 

I opened the sea before you, but you opened my 
side with a spear. I led you on your way in a pillar 
of cloud, but you led me to Pilate’s court. 

O my people… 

I bore you up with manna in the desert, but you 
struck me down and scourged me. I gave you 
saving water from the rock, but you gave me gall 
and vinegar to drink. 

O my people… 

I gave you a royal sceptre, but you gave me a 
crown of thorns. I raised you to the height of 
majesty, but you have raised me high on a cross. 

O my people… 
Words: Liturgy for Good Friday 

Music: John Sanders (1933–2003) 



THE ADDRESS 

People of the Old Testament: Job 

Ali Smith FRSL 
Senior Fellow Commoner in the Creative Arts, 
Trinity College 
 
 
 
All stand for the HYMN 

NEH 336 ANGEL VOICES 

Angel-voices ever singing 
round thy throne of light, 
angel-harps for ever ringing, 
rest not day nor night; 
thousands only live to bless thee 
and confess thee Lord of might. 
 
Thou who art beyond the farthest 
mortal eye can scan, 
can it be that thou regardest 
songs of sinful man? 
Can we know that thou art near us, 
and wilt hear us? Yes, we can. 
 
For we know that thou rejoicest 
o’er each work of thine; 
Thou didst ears and hands and voices 
for thy praise design; 
craftsman’s art and music’s measure 
for thy pleasure all combine. 
 
In thy house, great God, we offer 
of thine own to thee; 
and for thine acceptance proffer 
all unworthily 
hearts and minds and hands and voices 
in our choicest psalmody. 
 
Honour, glory, might and merit 
thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
blessed Trinity. 
Of the best which thou hast given 
earth and heaven render thee. 

Words: Francis Pott (1832–1909) 
Music: Edwin George Monk (1819–1900) 

 
 
 



THE BLESSING 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy recess 

Please remain quiet until the end of the  
organ voluntary 

VOLUNTARY 

Fantaisie et Fugue  
sur le nom de BACH Liszt arr. Guillou 
 
 
 
 
THIS TERM’S CHARITIES 
Kings Hedges Family Support Centre 
The Family Support Centre provides crucial support 
to families in need in Cambridge, a city with some of 
the highest wealth disparity in the UK. They offer play 
sessions for families with children under five as well as 
help with lack of food, fuel insecurity, mental health, 
domestic abuse and child development.  khfsp.org.uk 

Practical Action 
An international NGO that uses technology to 
challenge poverty in developing countries. It enables 
communities to build on their skills and knowledge 
to produce sustainable and practical solutions to 
problems caused by climate change and environmental 
degradation.  practicalaction.org 
 
 
For details of all events and activities, please see the 
Chaplains’ weekly email. 
 
 
 
 


