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ORGAN MUSIC  
BEFORE EVENSONG 

Christopher Allsop 
Eton College 

Offertoire, from Messe pour les Paroisses 
 (F. Couperin) 

Concerto in a, BWV 593  (Vivaldi arr. Bach) 
 Allegro - Adagio - Allegro 

Introduction and Passacaglia in d (Reger) 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong 
sung by The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge. 

Please ensure that all electronic devices, 
including cameras, are switched off. 

Services from Trinity College Chapel are video 
webcast live and available to watch again. You 
may be identifiable as in attendance at the service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS TERM’S CHARITIES 
The Edmund Trust 

A local charity which for over 70 years has helped 
people with a physical disability or complex support 
needs to live how and where they would like.  
edmundtrust.org.uk 

Mencap 

The principal UK charity valuing and supporting 
people with a learning disability, their families, 
and carers. Mencap’s vision is of a world where 
people with a learning disability are valued equally, 
listened to and included.  mencap.org.uk 
 
  



The congregation stands when the choir and clergy 
enter the Chapel. The opening hymn will follow 
unannounced. 

HYMN NEH 413 NUN DANKET 

Now thank we all our God, 
with heart and hands and voices,  
who wondrous things hath done,  
in whom his world rejoices;  
who from our mother’s arms 
hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love,  
and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us,  
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessèd peace to cheer us;  
and keep us in his grace,  
and guide us when perplexed,  
and free us from all ills 
in this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God 
the Father now be given,  
the Son, and him who reigns 
with them in highest heaven,  
the One eternal God,  
whom earth and heaven adore;  
for thus it was, is now,  
and shall be evermore.  Amen. 

Words: Martin Rinkart (1586–1649) 
trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827–78) 

Music: melody from Johann Crüger’s ‘Praxis Pietatis Melica’ 
harm. from Mendelssohn’s ‘Lobgesang’ (1840) 

The minister reads 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us  
in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should 
not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient 
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of 
the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought, at all times, humbly to 
acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we 
most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, 
as well for the body as the soul.  



Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, 
and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace, saying after me; 
 
All say, kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father; 
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways  

like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices  

and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against thy holy laws.  
We have left undone those things  

which we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things  

which we ought not to have done;  
and there is no health in us.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

miserable offenders.  
Spare thou them, O God,  

which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent;  
according to thy promises declared 

unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord.  
And grant, O most merciful Father,  

for his sake;  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, 

and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy name. 
Amen. 
 
 
The minister then says the ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather 
that he may turn from his wickedness and live;  
and hath given power, and commandment to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of 
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true 
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things 
may please him, which we do at this present;  
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSES Shephard 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised.  
 
 
The congregation sits for PSALM 108 

O God, my heart is ready, my heart is ready :  
I will sing and give praise with the best member 
that I have. 

Awake, thou lute, and harp :  
I myself will awake right early. 

I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the 
people : I will sing praises unto thee among  
the nations. 

For thy mercy is greater than the heavens :  
and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. 

Set up thyself, O God, above the heavens :  
and thy glory above all the earth. 

That thy beloved may be delivered :  
let thy right hand save them, and hear thou me. 

God hath spoken in his holiness :  
I will rejoice therefore, and divide Sichem,  
and mete out the valley of Succoth. 

Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine :  
Ephraim also is the strength of my head. 

Judah is my law-giver, Moab is my wash-pot :  
over Edom will I cast out my shoe,  
upon Philistia will I triumph. 

Who will lead me into the strong city :  
and who will bring me into Edom? 

Hast not thou forsaken us, O God :  
and wilt not thou, O God, go forth with our hosts? 

O help us against the enemy :  
for vain is the help of man. 

Through God we shall do great acts :  
and it is he that shall tread down our enemies. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

 



The FIRST LESSON is read 

A reading from the Gospel according to St Luke. 
 
And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill 
country with haste, into a city of Juda; And entered 
into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. 
And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the 
salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; 
and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: And 
she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? For, lo, as soon as 
the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, 
the babe leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is 
she that believed: for there shall be a performance 
of those things which were told her from the Lord. 
And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he 
hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me 
great things; and holy is his name. And his mercy is 
on them that fear him from generation to generation. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and 
exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry 
with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance 
of his mercy; As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, 
and to his seed for ever. And Mary abode with her 
about three months, and returned to her own house. 

Luke 1: 39–56 
 
 
All stand for the MAGNIFICAT 

Magdalen Service Leighton 
 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy  
is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength 
with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble 
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised 
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
 
 
All sit for the SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the Gospel according to St John. 
 
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, 
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his 
mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, 
he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 
Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! 
And from that hour that disciple took her unto his 
own home. 

John 19: 25–27 
 
 
All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS 

Magdalen Service Leighton 
 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be… 
 
 
All turn East and say THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth:  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God  

the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the Holy Catholick Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the Resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 

All kneel 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father  
which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 
 
RESPONSES 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O almighty and most merciful God, of thy bountiful 
goodness keep us, we beseech thee, from all things 
that may hurt us; that we, being ready both in body 
and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those things 
which thou wouldest have done; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 



and also that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  
and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

All sit for the ANTHEM 

Gloria, from Missa Mirabilis (2007) 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus 
bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, 
glorificamus te. Gratias agimus tibi propter 
magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex 
cœlestis, Deus Pater omnipotens. Domine Fili 
unigenite Jesu Christe. 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. Qui tollis 
peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis.  
Quoniam tu solus sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu 
solus altissimus, Jesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu, 
in gloria Dei Patris.  Amen. 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, 
goodwill towards men. 
We praise thee; we bless thee; we worship thee; we 
glorify thee. We give thanks to thee for thy great 
glory, O Lord God, heavenly king, God the Father 
almighty, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ.  
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us; thou that takest away the sins of 
the world, receive our prayer; thou that sittest at the 
right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art Holy; thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art Most 
High in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Music: Stephen Hough (b. 1961) 

THE ADDRESS 

Sayings of Jesus from Luke: 
Blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb 

The Revd Anne Strauss, Chaplain 

Unknown Artist, The Visitation, Pelendi, Cyprus 
El Greco (1541–1614), The Visitation (1610–13) 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Visitation_Pelendri.jpg
http://museum.doaks.org/objects-1/info/823?sort=0


All stand for the HYMN 

NEH 271 HYFRYDOL 

Alleluya, sing to Jesus, 
his the sceptre, his the throne;  
Alleluya, his the triumph,  
his the victory alone:  
Hark the songs of peaceful Sion 
thunder like a mighty flood;  
Jesus, out of every nation,  
hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 
Alleluya, not as orphans 
are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluya, he is near us, 
faith believes, nor questions how; 
though the cloud from sight received him 
when the forty days were o’er, 
shall our hearts forget his promise, 
‘I am with you evermore’? 
 
Alleluya, Bread of Angels,  
thou on earth our food, our stay;  
Alleluya, here the sinful  
flee to thee from day to day;  
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,  
Earth’s Redeemer, plead for me,  
where the songs of all the sinless 
sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
Alleluya, King eternal,  
thee the Lord of lords we own;  
Alleluya, born of Mary,  
earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:  
thou within the veil hast entered,  
robed in flesh, our great High Priest;  
thou on earth both Priest and Victim 
in the Eucharistic Feast. 

Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837–98) 
Music: Richard Huw Pritchard (1811–87) 

 
 
THE BLESSING 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy recess 

Please remain quiet until the end of the  
organ voluntary 

VOLUNTARY 

Toccata and Fugue in E, BWV 566 Bach 
 
 


