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ORGAN MUSIC  
BEFORE EVENSONG 
Augustine Cox (Trinity College) 

Prelude and Fugue in A, BWV 536 (Bach) 

Partita ‘O Grote Christus, Eeuwig Licht’ (Welmers) 

Cantabile (Franck) 

Pièce héroïque (Franck) 

 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong 
sung by The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge. 

Please ensure that all electronic devices, 
including cameras, are switched off. 

Services from Trinity College Chapel are video 
webcast live and available to watch again. You 
may be identifiable as in attendance at the service. 

 
 
 
  



The congregation stands when the choir and clergy 
enter the Chapel. The opening hymn will follow 
unannounced. 

HYMN 

NEH 393 MANNHEIM 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing 
if our God our Father be. 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us, 
all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
self denying, death defying, 
thou to Calvary didst go. 

Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy; 
love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy; 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy. 

Words: James Edmeston (1791–1867) 
Music: melody from Friedrich Filitz’s ‘Choralbuch’ (1847) 

harm. Lowell Mason (1792–1872) 

The minister reads 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us  
in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should 
not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient 
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of 
the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

And although we ought, at all times, humbly to 
acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we 
most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, 
as well for the body as the soul.  

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, 
and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace, saying after me; 



All say, kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father; 
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways  

like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices  

and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against thy holy laws.  
We have left undone those things  

which we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things  

which we ought not to have done;  
and there is no health in us.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

miserable offenders.  
Spare thou them, O God,  

which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent;  
according to thy promises declared 

unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord.  
And grant, O most merciful Father,  

for his sake;  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, 

and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy name. 
Amen. 

The minister then says the ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather 
that he may turn from his wickedness and live;  
and hath given power, and commandment to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of 
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true 
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things 
may please him, which we do at this present;  
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

RESPONSES Rose 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 



As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised.  

The congregation sits for PSALM 53 

The foolish body hath said in his heart :  
There is no God. 

Corrupt are they, and become abominable in their 
wickedness : there is none that doeth good. 

God looked down from heaven upon the children of 
men : to see if there were any that would 
understand, and seek after God. 

But they are all gone out of the way, they are 
altogether become abominable : there is also 
none that doeth good, no not one. 

Are not they without understanding, that work 
wickedness : eating up my people as if they 
would eat bread? they have not called upon God. 

They were afraid where no fear was : for God hath 
broken the bones of him that besieged thee; thou 
hast put them to confusion, because God hath 
despised them. 

O that the salvation were given unto Israel out of 
Sion : O that the Lord would deliver his people 
out of captivity! 

Then should Jacob rejoice :  
and Israel should be right glad. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 

The FIRST LESSON is read 

A reading from the First Book of Chronicles 

Then David said, This is the house of the Lord God, 
and this is the altar of the burnt offering for Israel. 
And David commanded to gather together the 
strangers that were in the land of Israel; and he set 
masons to hew wrought stones to build the house of 
God. And David prepared iron in abundance for the 
nails for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings; 
and brass in abundance without weight; Also cedar 
trees in abundance: for the Zidonians and they of 
Tyre brought much cedar wood to David. And 
David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, 
and the house that is to be builded for the Lord 
must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory 
throughout all countries: I will therefore now make 
preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly 
before his death. 

1 Chronicles 22: 1–5 



All stand for the MAGNIFICAT 

Double Choir - Latin Stanford 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy  
is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength 
with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble 
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised 
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

All sit for the SECOND LESSON 

A reading from the Book of Job 

Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, 
and thou hast withholden bread from the hungry. 
But as for the mighty man, he had the earth; and the 
honourable man dwelt in it. Thou hast sent widows 
away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have 
been broken. Therefore snares are round about thee, 
and sudden fear troubleth thee; Or darkness, that 
thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover 
thee. Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold 
the height of the stars, how high they are! And thou 
sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through 
the dark cloud? Thick clouds are a covering to him, 
that he seeth not; and he walketh in the circuit of 
heaven. 

Job 22: 7–14 

All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS 

Service in Bb - Latin Wood 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be  
to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
  



All turn East and say THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth:  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God  

the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the Holy Catholick Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the Resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 

All kneel 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father  
which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 
  



RESPONSES 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we, who 
for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be 
punished, by the comfort of thy grace may 
mercifully be relieved; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR LENT 
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing 
that thou hast made and dost forgive the sins of all 
them that are penitent: Create and make in us new 
and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our 
sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission 
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give; that both 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  
and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  



All sit for the ANTHEM 

Bogoroditse Devo (Vespers, 1915) 

Bogoroditse Devo raduysia, 
blagodatnaya Mariye, ghospod s Toboyu. 
Blagoslovenna Ti vzhenah, 
i blagosloven Plod chreva Tvoyego, 
yako Spasa rodila yesi dush nashih. 

Rejoice, O Virgin Mary, full of grace,  
the Lord is with thee:  
blessed art thou among women,  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,  
for thou hast borne the Saviour of our souls. 

Words: Luke 1 vv. 28, 42 
Music: Serge Rachmaninoff (1873–1943) 

THE ADDRESS 

Life in Abundance 

Dr Dan Sperrin, Junior Research Fellow in English, 
Trinity College 

All stand for the HYMN 

NEH 336 ANGEL VOICES 

Angel-voices ever singing 
round thy throne of light, 
angel-harps for ever ringing, 
rest not day nor night; 
thousands only live to bless thee 
and confess thee Lord of might. 

Thou who art beyond the farthest 
mortal eye can scan, 
can it be that thou regardest 
songs of sinful man? 
Can we know that thou art near us, 
and wilt hear us? Yes, we can. 

For we know that thou rejoices 
o’er each work of thine; 
Thou didst ears and hands and voices 
for thy praise design; 
craftsman’s art and music’s measure 
for thy pleasure all combine. 

In thy house, great God, we offer 
of thine own to thee; 
and for thine acceptance proffer 
all unworthily 
hearts and minds and hands and voices 
in our choicest psalmody. 



Honour, glory, might and merit 
thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
blessed Trinity. 
Of the best which thou hast given 
earth and heaven render thee. 

Words: Francis Pott (1832–1909) 
Music: Edwin George Monk (1819–1900) 

THE BLESSING 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy recess 

Please remain quiet until the end of the  
organ voluntary 

VOLUNTARY 

Toccata and Fugue in d, ‘The Dorian’, BWV 538
 Bach 
  



THIS TERM’S CHARITIES 
Homestart Cambridgeshire 

This local charity aims to help give every child the 
best possible start in life by supporting families. 
Homestart trains volunteers to provide tailored 
practical and emotional support through weekly 
visits and runs support groups in Cambridge and 
Wisbech. homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 

GiveDirectly 

GiveDirectly sends money directly to the world’s 
poorest households, believing that people living in 
poverty deserve the dignity to choose for themselves 
how best to improve their lives – cash enables that 
choice. Individuals invest in what they need from 
school fees to irrigation, tin roofs to businesses that 
generate income. givedirectly.org 
 
 
For details of all events and activities, please see the 
Chaplains’ weekly email. 
 
 
 


