
 
 
 
 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
Thursday 27 November 2025 
  

Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong 
sung by The Choir of Trinity College Cambridge. 

Please ensure that all electronic devices, 
including cameras, are switched off. 

Services from Trinity College Chapel are video webcast live 
and available to watch again. You may be identifiable as 
in attendance at the service. 

VOLUNTARY 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 Bach 

INTROIT sung from the Ante-Chapel 
Creator of the stars of night 

Creator of the stars of night, 
Thy people’s everlasting light, 
O Jesu, Saviour of us all, 
Regard thy servants when they call. 

Thou, grieving at the bitter cry 
Of all creation doomed to die, 
Didst come to save a ruined race 
With healing gifts of heavenly grace.  

Thou cam’st, the Bridegroom of the bride, 
As drew the world to evening-tide; 
Proceeding from a virgin shrine, 
The Son of Man, yet Lord divine.  

At thy great name, exalted now, 
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow, 
And things in heaven and earth shall own 
That thou art Lord and King alone. 

To thee, O holy One, we pray, 
Our judge in that tremendous day, 
Preserve us, while we dwell below, 
From every onslaught of the foe.  

All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Spirit blest, for evermore. Amen. 

Words: Anon., 7th century 
Music: Plainsong 

All stand when the choir and clergy enter 

RESPONSES Smith 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 

All sit for PSALM 121 
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills : from whence 

cometh my help. 
My help cometh even from the Lord : who hath made 

heaven and earth. 
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : and he that 

keepeth thee will not sleep. 
Behold, he that keepeth Israel : shall neither slumber 

nor sleep. 
The Lord himself is thy keeper : the Lord is thy 

defence upon thy right hand; 
So that the sun shall not burn thee by day : neither the 

moon by night. 
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil : yea, it is 

even he that shall keep thy soul. 
The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming 

in : from this time forth for evermore. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen. 

The FIRST LESSON is read Jeremiah 31: 10-17 
(NRSV pp. 671–72) 

All stand for the MAGNIFICAT 
Service in e D. Purcell 

All sit for the SECOND LESSON Matthew 16: 13-end 
(NRSV pp. 17–18) 

All stand for the NUNC DIMITTIS 
Service in e D. Purcell 

All turn East and say the APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth:  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty;  



from thence he shall come to judge the quick  
and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the Holy Catholick Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the Resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 

All kneel 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

RESPONSES 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful 
people; that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of 
good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that 
peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 
thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may 
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits  
of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by 
thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers  

of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

All sit for the ANTHEM 
Rorate caeli desuper (1605) 

Rorate caeli desuper, et nubes pluant justum:  
aperiatur terra, et germinet salvatorem. 
Benedixisti, Domine, terram tuam:  
avertisti captivitatem Jacob. 
Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto.  
Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper,  
et in saecula saeculorum. Amen. 

Drop down ye heavens, from above,  
and let the skies pour down righteousness:  
Let the earth open and bring forth a Saviour. 
Lord, thou hast blessed thy land:  
Thou hast turned away the captivity of Jacob. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Words: Introit at a Votive Mass of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary during Advent 

Music: William Byrd (1540–1623) 

All sit or kneel for the PRAYERS ending with 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 
all evermore.  Amen. 

All stand for the HYMN 
NEH 476 PADERBORN 

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 
and publish abroad his wonderful name: 
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol: 
his kingdom is glorious, and rules over all. 

God ruleth on high, almighty to save; 
and still he is nigh, his presence we have: 
the great congregation his triumph shall sing, 
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 

Salvation to God who sits on the throne! 
Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son: 
the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 

Then let us adore, and give him his right: 
all glory and power, all wisdom and might, 
all honour and blessing, with angels above, 
and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love. 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707–88) 
Music: from ‘Paderborn Gesangbuch’ (1765) 

FINAL RESPONSES Marlow 

All remain standing as the choir, clergy and Fellows recess; 
please remain quiet until the end of the organ voluntary 

VOLUNTARY 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661 Bach 


